) eing an animal |over, there s
Pty naturally a tale behing how
# Jacqui Thompson's four
pats, Rocky, a bodrlul cross, Jesse

who looks like she's got a bit of
boxer in har, tha Smzllest mutt Al
who not even the val will guass al
and the cat Paich, came 1o stay.
Although that's another story, it
ghows how somBatimas wnen Yol
meet ona ol 1hose truly stylish and
sophisticated people, thay nawe a
warmth dnd compassion that comes
from Carng daaply about life and
ihe beings around tham. Jacqul had
8 somewhal unusual upbrnging
and afler her parenis divorce when
§hie wWas six-yaars-old, she moved
between the then Ahodesia, South
Africa, Ireland and Spain, while
yving in 8 host of olhar places
in-betwsan. 'l think tha longes] we
stayed amywhere was for five yoars
| lived for six months with cne parant
and six months with the ather,” she
gaxplaing

Mot the average girl-next-doar,
this unconventional attitude has also
exiandad inlo Jacgui's professional
lite, She's been a game ranger - a
draam Ihat took almoat 10 years
o reali®e DecaUSe she was 1old
that gerls don’l ecome gama
rangers, ‘'which only made me maore
datarminad 1o suttaed,” and worked
for the Johannashung Loo 38 (el
prass officar, lovirg the interacion
wilh tha animals. But Rar lalest
triumph is the releasa of hor first
boak, An Unpopwiar War, a8 guisy
aitempt to crack opéen the g of
silence an Soulh Alrica’s unjpust war
that raged throwgh the 1970s, 80s
and &0s. Tha book is a collection of
storias from men who served in the
old SADF, from thesr “Klaarimg in' o
‘klaaring out’ ceramonias and whal
heppenad in-babween

1wanied to know what happenad
to those guys and how they felt
1 Tha emotion behind thair
WS impartani, wihich is
ok appeals to 8 wider

Well-known for her
love of the African
bush and wildlife,
Jacqui Thompson
talks about switching
horses 1o publish 2
book about our boys
on the border

LY




audigEnce than just those who did
hpir nalional service,” says Jacqu
WS nat & war book - | wanted io
caplure the sadness, the joy, the
slupidity, the tragedy of being in

tiver vy, IF wou look at the literaturs
or the Rhodesian War, everyons
saems to have been in the Special
Forces, but in any army the mejority
of enlisted men are regular traops

I wanted to write abaout thedr
axperiences, the ordingry saldier,
as well gg others, 5o | intarvawad

|
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a wide cross saction of men 1o get
a wida range of experiences. Some
wara chais, some weare gay, same
wara in jail and some sailed the
5@as

For Jacqui, switching from
campaigning far animals rights 1o
writing fulltima esemed effortless,
thanks to her mothear's influsnce
"‘She taught English and | inherited
har love of books and resding,’
Insparation arrived In several unusual
ways. A Hisiory Channal programmsa

CPPOSITE LEFT: Jacgui's boak, A
Limpopdier War, ragchad the Top 10
bastsaller list within threo waoks of s
rolease

LEFT: decgui's hushand Jeramy
Mansfield says that this is his favourite
photegraph, “It was lakan without either
of tham I'inlJH'l'lﬂﬂ and thay'ne Both
laughing because Madiba had just asked
Jacgui why it had taken so long for ma o
proposa o nart’

BOTTOM: Jacqui ai the O-Day
Commsmoaralicn in France in 2005

where ordinary people simply reiald
thigir memaries about WW2, ‘and
gave war & face for me’, plus iwo
big evenis - the commemaration
af O-Day in Mormandy which gha
attended, and lstening 1o Irands
relive theer expeniancas ovar
countless weakend braais, prompted
her o lackle 8 largey silent subject
Whan I tirst mantioned the possibility
ol An Unpopoiar War to a friend, |
wis told it wouldn't fly because it
wasn't politically correct and peaple
don't want to hear about the past,
aspacially that part of it, which is why
| kBpt it wnder wraps for 5a long'
Burt her husband, popular radio and
TV personality Jeremy Mansfiekd
encouraged her to knuckle down and
gvan conftributed the first anecaols in
tha ook

I'd kstened 10 30 Many quys
teling their stories abaut the ArryY,
often with & coverl glamee over the
ahaoulder, thal | knaw (e storias had
1o be 1old 10 ackrowledge the pard
they'd played in our country’s histary.
We coubdn'l ignore what happened
and whal thay'd been through. It
atgn irks ma that thare's more written
aboul the Zimbabwean/Ahodesian
¥War than our own history.' So Jacqu
sal about interviewing friends
wham she trusted, who in fwrn
recommended har to others, "When |
interviewed mean | didn't know, they'd
fold their arma and clam up, But
anca thay got going, | was st thers
thirea hours leter. Sometimes theay'd
go back to really bad places and
thet concerned me. | was worried

i fomily
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I'c opaned 5 can of worms thal they
waren | iaddy (o desl with

Jacqul says the firsl person she |
raad har manuscrpl wan bar mom
| trust haet judigermant and Mationsa
Sarvice ian't someth A e resales
o Dacauss SNa's I-I'|I'-f|lﬂ oversaas |
wanted o know i an ‘aulsider’ would
find tha Btk meaningiul, |{ sha

I'm proud of ald the
ffrﬁ'rfmﬁ to

coubd relabe, | new EyOniE Wno o
had a gon, Brothar, or ‘|:||..ll|| friend in
e army, would want io read i, My
DI raneeed] b0t o End cooton |
DEeve Ul CON ||.-E[I|"'i;| BMOONS SMNa
falt Arver thai, | knaw a publisher
maght want i1

Y&l unexpaciadly, Jacou BEgan 1o
fipd aocouniabhy D thidg el T"h
ware gratetul that inally, someans
was teling their storias, | krew i |
didn’t lind & publishés, |'d have 10 el

eur family

eyl

i =R
g £, - - .- e*! ':l:t
LEFT 1 ook dacoms 90 yean o
Tl Pl FEEM o Dt B
Jarnn rangér
BELOW LEFT. Threa of her
Tvourite frieands am her dogs
Machy, RlEn Bl Sekks

publish and i necessEry, Seil
ihe books out of my garage
I'd begun 1o el axtremely
rln'lr'llq:h;;ed 10 hEten D E&no
recorg ENnesr SI0rees. | Owed i
1o them,” She BEyR Eimpdy, Dul
ahe didn’t have bo sall publish
With sol tamily Support, i Wwas
Juierrry wihd raally held my hand
throwgh it all. We had no weekands
and i Imbter said ha'd wake to hoda
i Eypirsg &l Jam, bul he put up
wilh (M distractons, The rustationa
and the moodiness, §ha -&ugl’li
Howawar, the hard work paa alt
and tha rEsponse 1o har book Is

et Who overcame
speak to we.

e rdhiaim g - T it tha ".“;-..I'IIJE'(
Times baslsaller list within thres
weeke! v receved lellers and
Emadis Frorm wimien Ihd"-il“g me

o L - LN fhasr nusbamnds (38

a0 ||'III"|'!_'|°| |'|'IE!p"'||'EI hl:l‘p': SeCrel for
yaare, One woman sakd sghe knew
EXBCOY which pars hasr husband nnd
ConEnBLted,. 80 | oraw 'd SlkOnnsd
e WOIEEE 1D Coma [rlr-.-lugh Lois o4
rmims mleo said how diflicul it would
D Mow 1D pul Thew SBONS N a irin

and have them disappesar for monihs
at a tima

Ceapite the accolades, her
bigges hope is thal the book cracks
opEn o door and BNRODUTEZES Man
1o siart belling thew own siores
or pubdish jourmals. | added
the agos al the Dottom ol aach
NEeraew DECEUESE | wanted DBOpa
o remgemibas (hal these wamg 17
and 18-year-oid boys' ?'l"ﬂ"" ]
In charge ol plaioons, mada life
and death deécisions and carrked
wEaPpons . yal wedhen | allowed inlo
cartain mowes because of tha
ags restriction nor could thay eal
if & Spar it iy wisfen'l whital
Ramember the 1960s7

She aicds that snlenestmgly. marry
of the men, now tathars themsahes
said thay'd like thalr sons o go o
ihis @rmiy, but nanelr war H turnsd
boys into men by ieaching tha
disciplng and responsibility. And
none have exparienced thad degra
of camaraderia since - those e
and death friendships forged undas
EXiTerm CRCUMSIRNCES

And e linal word ham Jacoui
I'm prowd of &l ERe rmish wino
DvBICEmE [Fesr 16870 L0 SDEEK ID™Me

Bt whal ol the unbireshed 15k
about her pads? W, Paich ig
her gorgecus ong-ayed cal fram
i SPUA. “Alhough Jeramy wilil
Mgty alargic 1o Cats | samipdy
hiad o brirug Her ome. Jaramy
suffered homibly for three waaks
WITH & runmy nodes mnd streaming
oy, but homeapathsc tablets hava
cured him for gowd. Rocicy lookoed
wicious and the SPCA wasn't sura
thizy could homa kim. He'd baan
abused and it's taken years aof
iharapy, haaling, dog whispaisrs
fons of food and acupunciure o haip
him haal, In the baginning, Rooky
thaught Paich was food and iolliowed
higr pround salivaling bl he So0n
isamed - you don't sat tamity! @

Fealirs Wegan Dult Prasties; Pete WHESed scqu
herijimee ool on iprabiee @ Anreca s Celoa
BTt (1T SBS WAl
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